The Strange and Wonderful Relation of a Barbarous Murder 
: ,- Committed b | 


JAMES ROBISON, 


A Brick-tayer, upon the body of his own Wife, at Spittle-T own, about 
_ a Mile frons: Dochefter, in the County of Dorcer, on the : 1th. of July, 


1679. who baving lived a laſcivious and moſt deteſtable life a con- 
ſiderable while, running on inall manner of Debauchery, was at the 


- laſt perſwaded by his Friends to marry, which incontincnrly he did, 
- but to the inevitable ceſtruftion of both; for long had he nor 


been Married, but by the Devil (who is never wanting at ſuch eſſays) 
and the inſnaring deluſions of a wicked Harlof which he kept , who 


prompted him to it, he did in an outragious manner lay violent hands 


on his V Vife, beating her in ſuch terrible manner, that he oftcn laid 
her for dead upon the floor; but notwithſtanding ſor ll this un- 
ſpeakable hard uſage, yet ſtill the Devil —_—_— him to more Vil- 
lanies , who would never leave him till he had ruin*'d both Soul 


and body; and thusit was: This horrid Criminal one day came home, 
- ſeeming more loving to his wife then heretofore, which pur the poor 


woman into an extaſie of joy,but this laſted not Tong, ſor abuut mic-- 


- night, (ſhe being aſleep) he maſt inhumanely wrung h-r neck behind 


her, laying her body on the Floor, paſſing undiſcovered for ſome dazs, 
but at laſt was taken & examined, who being found gxilty,was ſcrerc'd 
to dye: ſhewitig the Almighties providence in the dilcoveryVf it. 


As alſo thefull and True Relation of a Bar- 


barous bloody Murder committed by Richard Brown,a Romiſh-Prief?, 


.at the Town of Callexy, in Northumberland, upon the body of a: 
' Infant, whom he murdered with a Pen-Knifc,and tying a ſtone abour 


it's Neck, caſts it into a Pond. Likewiſe an account how he deflour- 
ed a young Gentlewoman, by whoſe Uncle he was entertained 2s a 


Father Confeſlor, and what ſubtile ways he uſed ro accomplifh his 
 defign, and after her Conception to deſtroy the Birth within her : 


With many 2ther villanous Exp oits, and how the murder was mira- 
culouſly diſcovered by a Servant-Maid at the point of Death , who 
was privy 10 the ſame, wit many other horrible Circumitzaccs, for 
which the {entlewoman was Arratgin?d and Condemnes at the A !- 
f1zes holden at New-Caftle tor the County of Norihimbertond, ths 
14th. of this Infant uguft, i 6:9, 
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2. 
A ſtrange and true Relation of a Barbarous Mur- 
der, &c. 0 POS Sk 


Two of which | here intend to give my Reader No- 
tice , may be ranked with thoſe which in relating 
make all icrious people ſtart ; for ſure ir is no Villains 
in our Modcrn Age, performed Two tuch deadly Crimes ; the 
Firſt which was commiteed was as followerth, | 
In a Village about a Mile from Deche#er, their Lived one 
lam:s Rob11;ſoz, by trade a Brick-layer, being come of good Pa- 
rents, and well Educated in confideration of fuch an Employ; 
bur for the moſt part he regarded not the Diftates of his In- 
duſtrious Parents , bur being of a head-ſtrong. humour , raſh, 
and ſclf- will'd, much inclin'd to vicious and debauched Afﬀo- 
ciates, of whom there is never wanting leud and wicked VVo- 
men, who like ſo many Swords or guilded Baits, compoſed of 
deadly poyſon, draw men into ruine , who of themſelves are 
prone enough to meer Deſtrution in her ways, | as Solompn 
mop amply does declare ] ſerting forth his Admonitjons as a 
Maxime, that all hereafter may avoid ſuch dangerous Events : 


- . Monglt the many Villanies of this moſt faral kind,theſe 


| bur ro the matter: His Parents ſecing this, thought timely to 


reſtrain their wild Extravagant, and wean him from his Dar- 
ling vice before rhey rook r00 deep a root , and fo perſwaded 
him to Marry, which he with much unwillingucls imbraced, 
(an Oinen of his future deftiny) being thus Married to a beau- 
tifu] and civil Maiden of that place, bo for a while did feems 
ingly reſtrain himſelf, and all admiring eyes were incontinent- 
ly tx*d on his moſt wondertiul Convertion ;, bur ic laſted nor, 
for !n ſhort ſpace he revell'd as beiore, at which his VVife 
would oft repine, an. patiently intreat him to forbear, bur for 
her pains ſhe gained nought bur blows, which often fellſo hea - 
vy from his cruel hands that the was left as dead ; and as it 
was reported, he was {}ill inceaſed to this by a notorious Har- 
torthar hekept, and ſpent the comp« rency that his friends had 
leit 


(3) 
left him, and the portion of j:1s Wife,which was confiderablc; 
Bur a ſuch Villanics or end in ruine ans difgracc, fo this be- 
fell, for his envy rifiag againſt his Wite for ucr good advice n 


- andasthe Prince of Darkouls 4s never waiting to puth for- 


ward Diabolick thoughts, ſo hein-thits tncenſed him to defile 
bis hands witt: Blood, but then the wr: tch began to ſtart when 
he conſ1dered that offended Juſtice would return the fame on 
him. But atter long debare-ut was in a fecrer Caball contrived 
berwcen himſelf, his Miſtris, and Infernal Friend, chat to avoid 
fuſpition, or effuſing Blood , he privately , and in the Night 
(houl break her Neck by turning of it round, but leaſt the 
ſhould with our-cries make it known, he firſt (hould ſtop her 
breath. This brave iniquity being ſo deviſed, and thus agreed 
upon, home he went, and to his Wite ſhows far more kind- 
neſs tnen before, ſothit (he was overjoyed , and thoughe her 
ſelf more truly happy then then cver , ſo ir' roo often proves 
with many that do ſuppeſe themſelves ſecure when they ſtand 
rottering on the brink of fate, for this remorſeleſs Villain, ba- 
niſhing «ll fear or pitty, abour midnight ſurprizing her when 
faſt aſlcep, and thoughr'eſs of ſuch ill, with cruel hands he mur- 
ders her, caſting her body onthe floor ; In the morning carly 
he riſes, unconcerned at thar moſt hantous fat which he had 
committed, and walked abroad Revelling till cowards Night, 
then coming home and entring the houſe, he counterfertcd an 
amazement, as if he had forgot his own pernicious deed , and 
calling roſome Neighbours, told them that his Wife was fal- 
len from the bed where he in the morning had left her,and was 
dead upon the Floor, This'unexpeRed allarym haſted many 
to behold and deplore this accident, as they ſuppoſed,yer not- 
withſianding Iuftice rook notice of ir ſo far that he was quelti- 
oned for his Wives ſo ſudden Death, bur there being no hurt 
found upon the deceaſed body, (fo cunningly had he contrived 
the fat) whereupon for _ time heepalzed free from _ 
2 tio? 


- bur the Funeral 5cing paſt, 
2nd,as he {uppolcd, all chings over, bur being fluſter'g one E- 
venu & (pcriaps for joy of his late proceedings). his Garg be- 
gan to 1nrocuce their Arguments concerning Scoiding VV 1ves, 
the which he hearing , was. intentive, and would nceds play 
the Phyſician in that caſe ro preſcribe a R-:medy which ſhould. 
pur them to eternal ſilence z they all being covetcus to hear 
this new experienc'd rrick, beyond the Art of Gallen, or Hipo- 
crates ; but co fee now Heaven decrees the deltrogiion.of wick-- 
ed Men, and makes them oftentimes a ſnare umg chemſelves, 
ſo þ15 fatal pre:criprion was his own deſtruction, and h's own 
Tongue betrayed his Life, for ſays he, . Turn but 4, Scolding 
Wives Neck round, ard ber-gontiunal Clapper will o.more allarm 
yz, tho rt te placed right again; aud to ſecure your ſelves from 
the ſuſpt:ton of people, you may give out that ſhe Dyed of ſudden 
Fits. 1 would not, (aid hc, be 1945rant of this Experiment fer 
an Eft ate. EE a he Ls LOH was | _ 
--His Compavions giving good attention to. what this Mon- 
{ter of Humanity:had thus 1ngeniouſly (as te thought) relared 
to.them, being Experimentally Trag:cal , began to conclude 
that bis VV ife:lacely. made her.Exittie ſame way, preſcribed, 
this created a. ſtrong: ſpition among them, and. whiſpered ir 
ſo loud that Iuftice a-ſecond tine thought fir to. take recogni- 
zance of it 3 whereupon Order. was given for the taking up of 
the body,. the: which. was. done,and by. a Chyruxgeon ſearch. 
ed, where ir plainly appeared. that ſhe periſhed by the ſelf 
ſame way beforcrmenticned; (othat the Murderer was car- 
red immediatelybcfore a Tuſtice::af.the Pace , where being 
charged with the:Crime of murder, he with many horrid Im- 
precations.did-deny the Fa& , and among(t the reſt upon his 
knees.implord that if he was guilty, Divine Vengeance might 
lighr rpon.h'my / and that he might Rot alive : Bur notwith- 
franding there being Evidence produced that he went out that 
: 8 morning. 


(4) 
tho” not {uſyjcions and cenſures : 


, 
Morning , and chat none was bo the Houſe bur himſelf char 
Day , ncrthe 'Day betore', bur onely:his, Honeſt -W ife x 
So he was committed to Vocke Her Goal, in order to his Tryal, 
bur curi-g his impriſonmentrhe effec; of his notorious lmpre- 
cations were by Heaven” juſt Hand ihflited'* on him', for on a 
ſudden all his Limbs began to (well w:th exceeding-pain,: and 
torot by degrees ; ſo that by reaſon of the nate. ious ſcene none 
could approach to rclieve him : tn thi- ameardble-condicion 
he lay for ſome ſpace of time, crying and wiſhing to dye; in 
fine, he was bronght to bis 'Tryata: the Aﬀizes holJen at Do- 
cheſter for the County of Dorcet, where he frcely conf. i: d rhe 
Murder,and the manner,” confefling Heavenshand was on hin 
for his Imprecation, and chat his Crime was ſogreat | e £6uld: 
not hope for mercy from off: nded jultices afrer which, accor- 
ding to Law, he received Se:tence of death, and was accot- 
dingly Executed on'the 5th. of this inſt1nr 1#guft:1675 , con- 
tinuing very penitent to the laſt,and-much bewailing his cruelcy 
1m murdering and proveking ſo-good a Vife;”” And now one 
would think that this Iamentablc Example ſhould reſtrain all 
delperate and wicked minded: perſons from-the-cruel guilt of 
dying their impious hands in'Innocent Blood , ' [Jett Heavens 
vengeance find them our, though ne'r ro ſecrerly- comr'ved,. 
And ſo muchfor the firlt moſt villanous and daring Cruelty, 
thenexr is not inferiour , bur as -vile and barbaruus as Roman 
miſchief eould invent,or Hel! conjoyned ina counſel could pre. 
ſcribe; the whieh was a cruel contrivance of one Robert Browy, 
firſt ro deflore a-young Gentlewoman , and after hcr delivery, 
tro-murther the-Infant with a Penn-knife , and abſcon4 ir in a 
Wells The Circumſtance is as followeth, "221 0 
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(6): 


An Acconnt of a Heorrid Murder, (ommitted by 
Robert Brown, a Roman Prieft or Jeſuit ; at 
a Town called Calleny, in the County of Norch- 
thumberland. 


Hereas the aforeſaid Kobert Brown about ſme two 

Y years ſince, making h:s viſit to one Fobn « Javers Eſq 

a very zealous Roma#-C atholrque in thole parts, was by ;:im 
very kindly-entertained, and 1ntreaced co take up thax houſe tor 
his rclidence for ſome cime , the which he a5 kindiy accipred 
of, &c, The aforeſaid Clavern having ar that inftanta. very. 
beauuiful Virgin in his houſc, which he was Uncle ro, who was 
likewiſe of the Rom?ſþ profciiion 3 vpon wiom the aforglaid 
B, own often caſting his adulterous cyc+, reſulved: within hime 
ſelf ro make her ſpotlcſs Innocence a pr: y to his inſatiare Luſt 5 
and therefore onutzed no opportunity to Solicite her to comply 
with his unlawful, and to be abhorred deſires , the — 
yertues did-as often repulſe; but he becoming important in his 
moſt detefte( ſurt, the lirove with arguments to quell hisraſh 
deſign , telling him he was a Prieff, and was by .che Roweſh 
Church forbid what he defired 3 to which, as. impiovs as ahe 
reſt, he made reply, Thew:b Marriage was forbid, erjoyment was 
ollaw'd, To which the ſaid, If be defiſted noe and did recant 
his ſuir , her Uncle thovld be made (cnfible of what had paſt. 
Thus fcaring that his Diaboalick Intreague would be ſpoil'd, he 
Girgight began to parley, and did intreat-her that ſhe would by 
no means aſpcrſe his Reputation , it bur bor his FunRion ſake; 
ro the which (afcer much intreary mixed with threats of pen- 
nance if ſhe did) he prevail'd with hcr to promiſe him perpertu- 
a\ filence : But this not fati-fyiog the Letcherous Prieft , after 
ſome reſpite, he reſolved to proſecute his former deſign , and 
nor 


| (7) 
- notto leave ſo fair an enterprize ſonegleRted ; whereupon he* 


began to conſider with himſelf , and to ruminate his curſed: 
arts and villanous deſigns 3 for Hell 15 never wanting to afliſt 
and furniſh its peraicious agcnts,with operations equal to theirs 
fatal wills,ſo in this, for he haviog procured by means of ſome: 
of his wicked acquaintance , certain powerful Drugs eo in- 
cence and fir up an impatient defire to venerial Copulatiqn, 
he caking his oppertuaity (at & certain Fealt that her Uncle 
made to ſome of his Romith Friends) convey'd the pixreton: 
which he had for that purpoſe prepar'd, into a Glaſs of Vine, 
the which the young Gentlewoman drank of , not miſtruſting 
the faral conſequence z bur the aforeſaid Brown tellowing his 
oppertunity, plyed her Uncle ſo briskly with Wine (of which. 
there was no want) that ina ſhort time he was almoſt deprii*d 
of kis underſtanding ; ſo that he was in a ſhort time convey'd 
to bed, at which good Omen the Prieft coucluded all was fate : 
no ſooner was the Gemilewoman in her Chamber, but he came 
and ſaftly krocking at the door, deſired admirtance, the which 
ſhe at firſt moſt obſtinarely denyed , bur he telling her he had 
buſineſs of importance (he beirg her Confcſfor) and ſo with 
much intreaty and many prorcttarions of civility, obrazned en- 
trance 3 but being no ſooner in , bur partly by violence and 
rtly by the operation of the Drug,with hex conſent he obrain- 
ed his deſire, and blaſted all her Virgin honours ; after which, 
he well cenfidering that a growing ſhame would be the {cqu-1 
of the deed, whereupon he(with her conſent) adviſed her Uncle 
ro conſent to her Marriagezand to further the deſign, procured 
one of his own creatures ; but rhe aforeſaid Gentleman by ree- 
ſon of the mcan-neſs of his fortune, and vicious courits, would 
by no interceffion admit of his ſo much as viſiting his Nece ; 
the Prieſt ſceing his expeCartion fail inthis, reſolves to try his 
farther experience, to ſpoil conception or to cauſe an obortive 
eclivery , bur his medicine failed herein : So is Almighty 
| providence 


providence:ofren pleaſed to vring ſuch VYillanies to light, forin 
tulneſs of rime the was delivered of a Sn, u;known ro any but 
the Prieft, hertelt, and her Maid: ſervant z no ſooner was tne 
Infant born,butthe aforeſaid Brows (as he pretended to prevent 
diſcovery. and fave the.Gen:lewomans credir)did with a pena- 
Fnife molt barbarouſly.murder it , and for « more fccrer con- 
vcy nee, ca(t wr:into a pond in the Orchard, with a mofly ſtone 
about its neck. + So cruel and inhumane are all thoſe who bcar 
the mark of the Beaſt in their forcheads, and worthip the Scar- 
let whore who.is made drunk wich the blood of the Saints, &'c. 
Sothis vill.non; Exploit reſted ſecure and undiſcovercd for a- 
bovethe ſpace of.a year, in which ſpace the pricſt was fied for 
Religion, or rathertor Treaſon upon the miraculous diſcovery 
of the late plot ; but Heaven thar lets Murder ſleep in filence 
long, after a moſt ſtrange nature, brought this Cruelty tolight, 
tor the Servant Maid that was privy co this intreague , being 
taken fick and at the point of death , defired that a proteſtane 
Miniſter might pray by her, ro whom ſhe confeſſed the nature 
and manner of the aforeſaid-Murderz whereupon the Gentle+ 
weman wastaken into cuſtody , and being examined before a 
Juſtice of the peace; freely confcfled the Fac and ar the grand 
Aiſizes holden this 14th. of Augeft 1579, atthe Town of 
Nenceftlereceived her Tryal, wh:re the was found acccfliry 
to wiltul murder, fand thereupon eccording to Law , rcccived 
Sentence of Death, bur by the mediation of Friends , ar much 
coſt and trouble, obtained a gracious Reprieve. L:r theſe 
ſad Examples be a warning to a'!, leaſt ſuvrile villains by cun- 
ing devices, contrive thcir rutze and deſtruciong not only of 
body. but of Eternal welfare too. 
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